CHAP. XIV]             BAHREYN AND JKATAH                        2 T 9

Bahreyn vocabulary; while Dutch and Portuguese seem to have
fallen into total oblivion. But Eussians, or " Moscop " (that is,
Muscovites), are alike well known and well feared., thanks to
Persian intercourse. Besides, the policy of Constantinople and
Teheran are freely and at times sensibly discussed in these
coffee-houses, no less than the stormy diplomacy of Nejcd and
her dangerous encroachments; ship news, commerce, business,
tales of foreign lands, and occasionally literature, supply the
rest of the conversation. Of religious controversy I never heard
one word. In short, instead of Zolators and fanatics, camel-
drivers and Bedouins, we have at Bahreyn something like
" men of the world, who know the world like men," a great
relief to the mind ; certainly it was so to mine.

I should add to our catalogue of occupations a little medi-
cal practice into which I was beguiled by flattering requests,
friendly visits, and now and then a stroll about the plain and
to the little hamlets beyond,, in one of which we witnessed a
weekly recurring fair, like in most respects to those of Hof hoof
and Mebarraz, described in a former chapter.

The most remarkable incident, if it may be called one, of
these days, was a tremendous northerly gale, accompanied by
pouring rain, thunder, and hail, while the sea did its best to
reach what fury so shallow a puddle could attain. Trees were
blown down and palm huts unroofed, despite of their strong
lacings and withies, while news came of ships cast away and of
boats swamped, till we got extremely fearful that ALoo-'Kysa
and his companions might be five fathoms deep somewhere
between 'Ajeyr and Menamah, and undergoing the " sea-
change :' sung of by Ariel Our friend and his train had, in
truth, just before the storm, ridden down to the sea-t'oast at
'Ajeyr, and were on the point of embarking, when the hurricane
surprised them; and after passing half a day wot to the skin
among the sand-hills, in the vain hope of seeing the storm blow
over, they had returned to a village 'some way inland, there to
await better weather. All this we learnt from themselves a few
days later.

Of the local governor and the meu of state we saw little ; in-
deed we avoided them as much as possible, and even declined a
chance invitation from 'Alee to his palace ; thinking it enough